








The Seven Areas of Operable Unit 5 
(The River and Portage Creek)

River Reach/ Area Length 
(miles)

Average 
Water Depth 

(ft)

Average 
River 

Width (ft)

Area 
(acres)

Area 1 – Morrow Dam to Plainwell 
Dam 21.9 3.4 181 487

Area 1 – Portage Creek 2.0 2.3 32 8
Area 2 – Plainwell to Otsego City Dam 1.7 2.5 450 96
Area 3 – Otsego City to Otsego Dam 3.4 3.8 200 83
Area 4 – Otsego to Trowbridge Dam 4.7 5.0 248 131
Area 5 – Trowbridge to Allegan City 
Dam 9.1 4.3 292 317

Area 6 – Lake Allegan 9.8 6.7 1,500 1,650
Area 7 – Allegan Dam to Lake 
Michigan 26 5.5 212 670
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related fish and wildlife population reductions.  The targets identified will be 1 
incorporated into the Kalamazoo River AOC Remedial Action Plan (RAP), maintained 2 
and updated biennially by the MDNRE (KRWC, 2009)  This is one step in a larger 3 
process, with the ultimate goal that all impairments (total of 8 for the Kalamazoo River 4 
AOC) will be restored, BUIs will be removed, and the AOC will be “delisted”. 5 
 6 

5.4. Overlapping Superfund and AOC Issues 7 
 8 
The regulatory Superfund cleanup program and non-regulatory AOC programs have 9 
common issues.  PCBs in sediments cause direct harm through the food chain and 10 
indirectly prevent the near term removal of failing mainstem river dams leading to 11 
unrealized high gradient river habitat currently buried in impoundments.  In recent years, 12 
the KRWC has worked to maintain regular contact with Superfund, AOC, and NRDA 13 
parties with the expectation that these programs can complement one another and lead to 14 
faster, better cleanups, more habitat recovery, and more rapid progress toward removing 15 
BUIs and delisting the Kalamazoo River AOC. 16 
 17 

5.5. Other trace contaminants 18 
 19 
Dioxins and Mercury 20 
At several sites throughout the watershed, dioxins have been found in fish tissue at levels 21 
of potential concern for human consumption.  Fish consumption impairments due to 22 
dioxin are listed in Table 11. 23 
 24 
Table 11.  Impaired designated uses in the Kalamazoo River Watershed. 25 

Water Body AUID Impaired Use Cause 
TMDL 
Status 

Kalamazoo River 
Watershed 
Rivers/Streams 

All except 
0103-01, 
0104-01, 
0201-01, 
0202-01, 
0202-02, 
0203-02, 
0204-04, 
0205-01, 
0206-01, 
0206-02, 
0406-01, 
0406-02, 
0407-01, 
0407-02 Fish Consumption PCB in Fish Tissue 2013 

Kalamazoo River 
Watershed 
Rivers/Streams All Fish Consumption PCB in Water Column 2013 

Misc. Waters- Swains 
Lake Drain 0204-03 

Other Indigenous 
Aquatic Life and 
Wildlife 

Other Anthropogenic Substrate 
Alterations, Other Flow 
Regime Alterations   

Ceresco 
Impoundment 0408-02 Fish Consumption PCB in Fish Tissue 2013 




